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Newest locomotive on the roster of the Modesto & Empire Traction Co. 
is the 9, shown above. Built by Baldwin, in 1924, for the Pit River Power 
Development of the Pacific Gas & Electric Co., this engine later was in 
the service of the Key System, Oakland Terminal, and Santa Fe, being 2447 
of the later road. Photo was taken on first day of service under new 
lettering and number; December 12, 1944. PHOTO: AL ROSE 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


SEASON'S GREETINGS 


Your editor usually leaves the Trainsheet for the last 
and ot'ten wishes he could skip the chore, but John's pig of 
lead always seems to convince us that we should do our duty. 
Of course John is overseas now to help Mcarthur -- or is Mac 
helping him--so we have no fear or physical violence, but we 
have two issues on the forms at this time trying to hold up 
tradition and our promise to keep things going. 


First of all may we thank the many fans for their cards 
which were very numerous this year. May we extend the best 
of wishes to you for the coming year. We are sure that our 
continued association will bring enjoyment to us all. We are 
printing on the opposite page some of the views from the fans 
though we regret that our favorite would not reproduce due to 
its small size. Maybe Fred Fellow will allow us to use the 
original for an issue on the Utah electrics. 


One of the best communications just before Christmas 
was an autographed copy of RAILROADS AT WAR by S-Kip Farring- 
ton, Jre Never have the railroads recieved such a glowing 
tribute than this discription of the job they are doing to 
carry the arms and men that are heading for the battle. Fans 
will enjoy going on the troop specials and hot shot freights 
that cross the country. S. Kip Farrington knows his sub- 
ject for he travels on the trains he writes avout. To write 
RALLROADS AT WAR he road 25,000 miles on locomotives jn 46 
different states. He is well known for his RAILROADING FROM 
THE HEAD END which is now in its eighth edition and this new 
book carries on his fine work. It may be purchased at your 
bookstore or Howard-McCann, Inc., New York City for $4. 


There is no doubt but that this book is or timel 
est, but more than anything else we want this book Cee 
library bookshelf in the country so that everyone will know 
just how much the railroad is needed for our continued nation- 

fense. At atime when labor and materials are at a 
premium, it is the railroad that will come through with the 
vital transportation. Existing railroads mst be preserved 
in the postwar period where they will*@Ontimue to be of some 
service to the nation. The Interstate Commerce Commission, 
the state and local regulatory bodies have paid lip service to 

: this polocy, but the loopholes of unregulated and untaxed | 

highway competition and the diversion of traffic to subs iduary 
carriers must be closed by legislative action. 
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TOP - Feather River Railroad 5 and train near Feather Falls 
by Bill Desert 

MIDDLE - Pacific Electric #4504 on the Long Beach line by He 
Le Kelso. 

BOTTOM - Pacific Coast Railroad #15 on the joint track with 
the electrified Milwaukee by Harold Hill 
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Top - Number 12 at Santa Maria. Former Tonopah & Tidewater 4, 
it is now scrapped. Photo from Bert Ward 

Middle - Number 21 at Santa Meria. Built by Baldwin in 1924. 
Photo by Le Je Ciapponi 

Bottom - Number 100 at Santa Maria in August, 1942. Photo 
trom Douglas Richter 
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LOCOMOTIVES OF TNT. 








TNTA MARIA VALLEY 
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—" P - Number 125 at Santa Maria in april, 1938. Photo by 
" William Darrough 
1924, PoXtle - Number 150 at Guadalupe in June, 1942. Photo by 


Jack Gibson 
Photo itttom - Number 205 at Santa Maria. It is former San Joaquin 
and Eastern 205. Photo by John Carrick 
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STEQOLLEL TRIVIA 


Key tem*s ashby Terminal has been wired for log 
operation in the near future. Present stub track; 
have forced cars to wait on the Shipyard Railway’; 
main line until space is available. Street carn 
will enter as usual, but will exit through the ps 
ing lot and cross to the inbound track on San Pab 
Line tower car 1218 and locomotive 1001, both equipped 
with third-rail shoes, and a flat car or the Key System wen 
weed for spray paint the railroad side of the Yerba Buem 
bridge tunnel during early mor hours e 
Another bridge unit has bit the te The latest con 
ecolidation is the rear half of 159 which had a head on at 
Sunnyhille and the front half 145 which was side-swiped in 
the yards, thus making a second 159. Numbers 168 and 14 
are now off the roster unless the scraps are rebuilt. 


im San Francisco to haul workers on a mile and a half track, 
Steam or Diesel will be used to pull the cara. 


The Key System has denied rumors that they would exten 
service over the Sacramento Northern track to Sacramento in 
a letter to Interurban News Letter. It has been assertained, 
however, that they did inquire for some 1500-volt equinment 
to use On Sacramento Northern trackage. Whether the plans 
were to operate — to the Walnut Creek-Conord area, 
or beyond can not be assertained, but in any event all plans 
now seem to be abandoned. ‘The has stated, however, 
that they are planning to acquire additional electric train 
equipment ror its Bay Bridge service as soon as available. 

Key System 911 has its third design of red, white an 
blue paint. This time it is recruiting employees for the K 
Gpeten. 911 is the only car to be so painted on the Key dis. 
pite Pp: 


revious report. --- Elmer Cumming 


NORTHWEST NOTE 

The Taylor Branch of the Pacific Coast Railroad was aban- 
@oned December 25th after over 50 years of operation. Origin- 
ally built as part or the narrow guage Columbia and Puge 
Sound Railroad, it later became the Pacitric Coast Railroai 
and was standard guaged in 1898-1900. The logging gave out 
around 1950, and the Galading-McBean brick and clay works gs 
operating on only a limited scale. The line has been in very 
bad shape, but operations ~~ not warrent improvement. -- Hill 


MODEL NOTE--- 

’ Overhead trolley operation was finally inaugur- 
ated November 16th on the Eastbay Model Engineers 
Society's "0" guage "Santa Fe western". Lack of 
time has reduced progress to a bare minimum on the 

HO steam and 0 steam and electric models, but 
visitors are still welcome on third Thursdays 
at 8:00 peme at the layouts at 4075 Halleck 
Street, Oakland, Calir. 
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YOSEMITE VALLEY ABANDONMENT HEARINGS 
Hearings on the abandonment of the yosemite 
Valley Railroad were held dt Merced on December 2nd 
by the ICC and State Commission. Principal opposit- 
ion to the move came trom the National Lead Company 
which operates a Baroid mine near El Portel. Ssgome 
opposition was made by local residents, but the 
osemite Park and Curry Company, operators of the Yosemite 
park concession, stated that they were "neutral", 
the outfit that installed its own busses to run competit- 
fon with the YV and now proposes to run its own truck line. 


VISALIA ELECTRIC GOES DIESEL 

After forty years of electric operation the Visalia 
Blectric Railroad has abandoned all remaining electric oper- 
Overhead lines were removed the latter part of Nov- 

ber. For the present the VE is using their own 401 and 
Southern Pacitic gas-electric car to do its freight switch- 
ng. New 44-ton diesel-electric switchers are scheduled for 
delevery in June, 1945. The VE was one ot the first lines 
n California to experiment with gas-electric motive power 
nd has operated part of its lines with such power for man 
i . VE 601 was sent to Sacramento on December 13th for 

sorapping.--Phillips Kauke 


Western Pacific 124 has been condemned and 
removed from service until extensive repairs are 
made. Due to the high cost or fixing this engine 
built by Baldwin in 1882 it is highly possible that 
it will be scrapped. In recent pars it has been 

ed for the most part only as the spare engine on the Tide- 
ter Southern run out of the stockton roundhouse.--Rose. 


The Red River Lumber Company properties have been bought 

The deal includes both the 

timber holdings and the mill and town at Westwood. ‘Whab 

changes will take place in the railroad operations is not now 

nom, but the Fruit Growers have operated their own railroad 
in the area for many yearse--see issue number 60. 


Diesels For Santa Fe 


The Santa Fe is ecwerg permission to build 
2.02 miles of line between the wilmington section 
or Los Angeles and Long Beach to give the system 
access to the port area in Long Beache 

The Santa Fe has ordered CeTeCe equipment for 
its Pullerton-Riverside line and the Y connection 
between Atwood on this line and Orange on the PFullerton--gan 

Diego CTC, sections 

The Santa Fe has ordered 500 all-steel victory auto box 
cars and ten more 5400 hep. diesel-electric freight engines. 

The AT&SF gas-electric cars used on the Fresno-Corcoran 
mun have been repainted with red front with yellow striping 
imlar to ghe Golden Gate streamliners. The AT&SF 0-6-0!s 

2040 and 2118 are now being used with cabooses on the Fresno 

Interurban runs replacing 2447 which went to the M&ET.-Snook 
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Better Trolley Service 


The Municipal Railway of San Francisco has 
restored street car service over the M line to ser- 
ve the new Metropolitan Housing Project . The line 
operates from the Ferry Building to Plymouth anid 
Broad streets on a 15 minute off-peak headway and 

10 minute at peaks. The line was restored December 18th. 

Effective December 24th suburban , 
was restored on a full time basis. Cars now run through to 
Fifth and Market all day long. The late evening San Bruno 
service also operates out of Fifth and Market, but as yet no 
cars are running to San Mateo after eight in the evening. 

Another switch-over has been installed on the four-track 
section on Market Street near Third so that K and L cars can 
be run on the outside west or Third, but on the inside east 
or that point. The outside tracks are used by the Sutter ani 
Geary cars East of Third so the switch is used to equalize 
the traffic. 

Market Street Railway 100's are now in service on the 
line on Van Ness to release steel cars for the Mw line. 
130 was one or the first Market cars to carry a Muni dash. 


NATIONAL CITY LINES BUYS LOS ANGELES RAILWAY 
The National City Lines, through its subsiduary 
American City Lines, has purchased stock ownership 
of the Los Angeles Railway from the Huntington 
estate. The nation-wide bus outfit will retain 
the present operating personnel for the system which operates 
1034 street cars, 373 miles of track and 421 bussese--Snook 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC NOTES 
The Interstate Commerce Commission has approved 
the application of the Southern Pacific abandonmen' 
of a portion of its Knights Landing branch betwee 
Grace and Wilson, 12.29 miles, on completion of 
new line of 2.9 miles betweén Berg and Yuba City « 
a connection with the main line. 


The SeP. Has ordered CeTeC- equipment for its line betwee 
Lemay, Uteh, and Bridge, 535 miles, on the main Overland rout 
The CTC machine will be at Odgen, SO miles east of control 
territory. 


The Southern Pacific is reported by Railway Age as plan- 
ing to requip its "Cascade" between Oakland and Portland as 
a streamliner immediately after the war. 


Virginie & Truckee 26 was recently overhauled at th 
southern Pacific shops at Sparks, Nevada.--Thomsen 





THE WESTERN RAILROADER 
For the Western Railfan 
FRANCIS GUIDO, Editor 
502 N. Claremont St.. San Mateo, Calif. 


Subscription Rate: Twenty issues for a Dollar; single copies 10c 
Official Publication of the Northern California Railroad Club 
Theodore Gibson, Chairman, 118 Mt. Diablo, San Mateo, Calif. 








